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Party, tlie Japanese ministry lias been made
practically responsible to the Diet, and it must
henceforth stand or fall by popular support.
Count Okuma well said of Japan in the
recent elections: " We are at the dawn of .a
new era," Socially, the spread of education is
greatly affecting the structure of the home and
of society, A new individualism is undermining
the Oriental social solidarity of the past. Morally
and religiously, also, the life of the nation is
being deeply affected, as we shall see in the
following chapters.

China already claims about a million and a
half pupils in its modern educational system.
A single edict swept away the classical system
of the past, which had remained practically
unchanged for two thousand years, and adopted
in principle a modern and Occidental system of
education. Professor E. A. Ross, after a journey
through China, thus describes his impression of;
the new educational system. " There was to be
a primary school in every village, a grammar
school in each of the walled towns from which
a Jisien or district is governed, a * middle school'
in every prefecture, and for the province a
college and a normal school. . . . Enthusiasm
for the new education spread like wildfire. The
examination cells were razed, and on their site
rose college halls. Schools were set up in